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BARLY TRAVELS OF ANANIAS

notice—the oldest so
jorder Warfare pub-
I have always

l‘ll o [lllﬁ time the I'I.Jf.lr\.‘. [h;it f““l come ““ti"r imny
far a8 local history was concerned was Withers
Howe's Virginia was published in 1845.

lished in 1831.%
“J(!lt'l}:’ the higllliH[ [Jllli‘{' for the reason that he

been inclined to give
was a mature man when he
of the Revolutionary Soldiers and Indian fighters.
alled to a volume of 392 pages, printed

was writing and must have talked to many

My attention has recently been «
in 1826, entitled, “Sketches of History, Life, and Manners in the United
States,” by a Traveler.i It bears no name of author or publisher, but it

appears to have been printed in New Haven,

The first hundred pages of the book contain an account of a trip from
Huntsville, Alabama, to Alexandria, D, C., in the course of which he pass-
ed through West Virginia,

[ could not tell who wrote the book. It is highly offensive to the peo-
ple among whom he visited, and who let him escape unscathed. This un-
lovely trait has been fully developed in the traveling provincial who
speaks as an authority concerning the country he passed through casually.
It is an exceedingly bad tempered book. That part of the volume de-
voted to this section is headed “West Virginia” as though the States had
already been divided.

It is apparent that the author of that book was a4 man of mature years
for he speaks of having lived in Staunton in 1787, and having been old
enough to take interest in history at that time,

It was on this trip as an old man that he gaw his first oyster. In
Kanawha county, he saw the Burning Springs and wonders that air
should burn. He knew nothing of natural gas—mnot even the term. Turn

apt to disapprove of all the manners, customs, morals, and styles that
do not measure up, to the standards set by the snub-nose vogues of his
own home town,
It is an awkward term to refer continually to him as the author of the
book, so the party will hereinafter be designated by t:
v the appr s _
of Ananias, Ppropriate name

the proud State that he is to vigit, Th o+ §
accent, ¢y are: bastards, fleas

s “Notor ™, Dook published 1n western Viewials sitabis o o
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i none of his business.
. e L e Wﬂ:ﬂ to the fleas that took to him, if

Je hat he admired is their own. y : way the
::L:i:i tl:muan better versed in science, he would not have given awa
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) ttracting fleas, ]
ali;;:f:ls :;?:?1“;:[ il;ei::.w :!ausa- of boasting. As Ananias nalvely .1(1;111“8 tsm:t[
he was infested with fleas, and made history of the fact, we w g
along for what it is worth. Now do not get your back up if you are o
bitten, for I have known many fine people to be bitten by fleas. A{mmfm
tells of another flea parent he met at a tavern. They had some‘thmg in
common. This other was a Frenchman, and his method of hunting fleas
Then the fleas thinking it safe would bite

was to pretend to fall asleep.
and the sleeper would slap.

It is not very plain which one of the numerous watering places in
Monroe Ananigs honored with his presence, but he went to the county-seat,
and calls it ‘g poor little village.”

Speaking of this section generally, he says:
and dreary country, remote from commerce

“This bleak, Inhospitable,
and navigation, destitute of arts, taste, and refinement, derives great ad-
vantage from these Springs. Thousands of dollars are left here annually

in the meantime, g they are mostly people

by those weal thy visitors, and
of taste and refinement, they bring a fund of amusement and instruction

home to the doors of itg inhabitants.”
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As to the naturel children, that wa:ﬂ to the fleas that took to him, if
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accent that he admired is the w0, he would not have given away the
oy while some

he had been better versed in seienc = :
loathsome secret that he was parent to these parasites, e

persons cannot help attracting fleas, it is the last thing Ul]d' ”;;fyﬂﬁ‘“;':?
admit, And it is no cause of boasting. As Ananias nalvely ‘“i‘; o ‘i-
he was infested with fleas, and made history of the fact, we wil p'ass t
along for what it is worth. Now do not get your back up if you are f!fsﬂ
bitten, for 1 have known many fine people to be bitten by fleas. Ananias
tells of another flea parent he met at a tavern. They had some'thmg in
common. This other was a Frenchman, and his method of hunting ﬂe?as
was to pretend to fall asleep. Then the fleas thinking it safe would bite
and the sleeper would slap.

It is not very plain which one of the numerous watering places in
Monroe Ananias honored with his presence, but he went to the county-seat,

and ecalls it “a poor little village.”

Speaking of this section generally, he says:
“This bleak, inhospitable, and dreary country, remote from commerce

and navigation, destitute of arts, taste, and refinement, derives great ad-
e left here annually

vantage from these Springs. Thousands of dollars ar
as they are mostly people

by those wealthy visitors, and in the meantime,
of taste and refinement, they bring a fund of amusement and instruetion

home to the doors of its inhabitants.”
True then as now. Also some rare specimens of hobnailed livers. Also

some whose only mission is to syphilize the country,
Not getting much better of his ailments at the Springs, Ananias left

for the west. He bassed through the Savannahs of Greenbrier county

Greenbrier River he observed the Savannahs. I fing here-

He notes, too the absence of for
£ ey ests on the mount :
With the tradition that the Indians kept the couz!:rnymbﬁa_ ?rhieh coincideg
most of our fine West Virginia timbey gt &t . rned off anq that
Indians. er the expulsion of the
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 uir that burns,” he says. “No opinion has been expressed respecting this
.‘mmon or any palns taken to ascertain the nature or cilse of its

1t is apparent that he had no conception of that great element known

as natural gas which has brought so much wealth to West Virginia.
: The salt works that had first been operated by the Indians were in full
f-‘_'"- plast, Col. David Ruffner having established them. He records (he fact
D 4 that the Kanawha salt is very much stronger than other salt on the
- market, and that in Alabama he had observed that bacon cured with
) Kanawha salt kept well, while that in which other salt had been used

did not keep at all,
He says that owing to the fact that the canal was about to be bullt

along this river that he had been at pains to pick up everyhing oconcern-

ing it.
He talked with soldiers who had fought at the battle of the Point fifty

, years before.
Among others he talked with Ann Bailey, who carried gunpowder to the
# army at the Point, or Fort Randolph. He found her very poor, almost
I naked. She begged for a dram which Ananias gave to her.
f Charleston was a town of four stores, two taverns, a court-house, a
L jail, an academy, a postoffice, and a printing press.
Lewisburg is recorded as having a handsome stone courthouse and jail,
= two clerks offices, two churches, one for Presbyterians, (which is still
] standing) one for Methodist, one academy for young men, one for young
women, two taverns, four retail stores, a post office, a printing office, and
forty dwellings.
* The town of Lewisburg is described as being more important than
‘ ) Charleston. He refers to Rev. Dr, McElhenny as the principal of an acad-
emy for women, the only one in the republic.
ﬁ He said that at preaching he counted one hundred men, and that they
& were all but one clothed in foreign cloth. The one exception was Hon,
! William Smith, member of Congress, who wore domestic cloth,
He thinks that the visitors at the springs have been the cause of the
styles in Lewisburg, and they are still struggling with that nmhim

down there.

18 Ananias criticises the accent, the manners, and _ .

( "‘_3 / brier people. And thus: Y9 MG 08 the Greea.
- “Indeed, West Virginia has dealt out genius with a sparing hand:

H "ir',u‘ .
- the exception of John Breckenridge. T am told she has never o
B e e it be catet gt A RSARRING
He has some valuable details about the Clendenin massae
- through a talk with Mrs. Mays, a daug}
rs. Clendenin was captured
old
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, jans {mmediately
trated (] ond massacre. The Indians ; : o
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et out for their towns but before they were off of ‘-(:ml l"uuuff the dead
Clendenin had made her edcaps. Bhe wen! hmm‘ {1t and In nine dayg

body of her husband., From there she walked by night &

e river i ing Lo eal.
d in Dickinson's on the Cowpasture river, with “U',h. Ig‘w -
relates an incident which must be rejected as

Kerr's Creek

arrive
Ananias here

and untrue. ; 3 y ghe
L o /0 miles of her home, she

Je in ; Far reek, within two mi ‘
He says that on Howards O { assistance.

4 ' £ .l 2] )
white men, one her brother-in-law, who gave her ne e
¥ survivors were Mrs. Clendenin and one daugh-

met some
the Indians, She married a

Of the family the on]

ter who was afterwards reclaimed from ; S o
» “er
Mr. Davis, and had several children, one of whom was the mo
Ballargd Smith, once g member of Congress, '
married a Mr,

Mrs, Clendenin after her return to Augusta county
and a son. Mrs, Rogers

Rogers and by him had two children, Mrs. Mays
died in 1817

At Lewisburg. the trave
Mathew Arbuckle. She was in her sev

second time to g Mr, Welsgh,
He records that the earliest settlement at Lewisburg was in the year
1775, when Col, John Stuart ang George Mathews, of Augusta county
Opened a store on this Savannah,
r the site of the town of Lewig.

a fort stood at Lewisburg
cated where the houge and

ler met and talked with the widow of Capt,
entieth year, and was married a

Yurg. During the Revolution and before,
called Fort Savannah. and this fort was lo

garden of Mrs. Welsh stood in the year 1824
Fort Donnally stood eight miles north-east of Fort Savannah. Col,

Samuel Lewis relieved the for when attacked.
In 1810, in Greenhriez', a frost occurred in Augnst that wholly de.

stroyed vegetation angq nearly caused a famine, we have heard of that

frost eéver since,
Ananigg relates that Indian €orn does not Succeed wej, but hur::kwheat

It appearg that the shryp that Ananiag Speaks of ag Erowing on the
Savannahs. the only thing which he calls “pipe-stem."

perfectly free from branep or Protuberance It jg Without Jeayes

cept smal] tufts, résembling 8rass, at the . ® tune €aves, ox.
der branches Which terminate the top. Thig D’De‘stem : hmerable slen.
reed and ahoyt the same gjzq They are used for py § hollow, Jike a
It answerg equal to the reed, and fropm, Which jt took Ii"tas; 8:::::1': "fm' o

Yery domestic, Apq the mep :
are y
A gratuities ery Accommodatiyg, A4 refuge (ipg
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He says that wild horses in 1763 were on these Savannahs in Immense
numbers,

If the sesqui-centennial is held at Lewisburg next year as scheduled,
this book of the prophet Ananias will be invaluable for the greatest liars
are also the greatest truth tellers for the reason they talk so much that
their output of truth is greater thau that of silent persons. For instance
there are more Democrats in Pennsylvania than there are in Virginia.

Ananias is the only writer of the pioneer days who took the trouble to
speak of the mannerisms of this ancient civilization.

l He found it queer that for “pretending” they said “letting on.” For “not
a thing,"” “not a hate.” For “get out of the way,” they say “get out the
road.” For “chair,” they say “cheer.”

“From Montgomery to Harrison” he says, “there has never been reared o
one man of abilities of any sorts.” I take it, by this he means the coun-
try lying in the rich valleys of the Cheat, Greenbrier, and Bluestone,
- bordering the divide between the eastern and western waters. And he
f goes on to say, “Kanawha, inferior as it may be, has produced one of the
brightest stars of American genius, Henry Ruffner, LL. D., a man of
profound erudition who would do honor to any country.”

Statements like the foregoing are in keeping with the remarks on page
30, where he says, very little limestone is seen west of the Allegheny
mountain. As a matter of fact the Big Lime is all west of the Allegheny
Mountain. He suffered from a beam in the eye.

The wild animals he noted were bears, wolves, deer, panthers, wild-
cats, raccoons, foxes, ground hogs, opossums, rabbits, squirrels, white
and striped ground squirrels, fairy-diddles, and the skunk. “All of which
are numerous in the mountains and will ever continue the proprietors
of those immense wilds.”

In the Elysian fields from whence Ananias looks down upon those wilds
he has a better knowledge of what is meant by the word “forever”.

Ananjas reveres the summer boarders. He objects to the “itizens of
Greenbrier and adjoining counties wearing fine clothes like thcy do, “It
never comes into their heads that those people, whose exterior they so
¥ by sedulously imitate, are from the seats of refinement, and highly polished

manners, that they are people of education, information, and rmm
Such eternally is the effect of ignorance.”
He would reject the finding of a wise man t effect that J
¥ O’Grady, and the Colonel's Lady, are sisters naderot;::m. b m
He divides us up into two classes. “Visitors and yeor iry.
yeomanry we should do as yeomans do, and not as f

. The visitors still come, and barring a disposition to
in the days of campagne before breakfast, 1 m '
In the idle rich and the idle poor. P i

‘He notes the fact that many of the
N then die suddenly, falling in their
deaths are confined to 0ld people, he says, g
- climate. He would ltke to hear the

- Here is the opinion from the y

-l A
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mountain people u;'h??osll“ is heal test boon of all, 4

t ous effors. nts the grea
:ri:in: dilated heart, which breaks, and gra

1d.
. t from the wor anythi
Proser s unaxpettmad e::;lgs County but does not record anything
Ananias was in : P

thout the zone of
e we were wi i
Peculiar to this county, p"olb?:l:nh::“:: gpells it. So we we::{alluw;d
“Summer Visiter, rn from Kanawha
:: ﬂ::::zeinoru;l;ot?ed from the world. 01:1 !;?ca;a;:ms.
county, he came by the way of Nich;:;?:;:n the bosom of a vast mass of
8 six counties together as : Giles, and Taze.
e, sy, Mo, o, Nebos
Well, with Greenbrier as the “mother” of tI kind and hospitable, ang
He records that the mountain people were the table manners, the
then ridicules the home he visited, the food, linen, and the famijy
home made ornaments on the walls, the china, the lin :ta or Ibrealm rJlf
life. Local philosophers long ago disposed of quch If pt;I; Eime o mlghr
nature, by saying that if we can stand such a life a , :
of the time.

to be sble to stand it a part
Probably Ananias reached his highest flight of oratory when he Df-'n.ned
the following: “The country is so full of mountains that they are

offensive to the sight.”
He praises Callahan’s Tavern, the celebrated stan

Callahans since 1787. The old man then dead, ha
size, but his two sons who run the tavern are stout,
and he is not only surprised but astonished to find th

Ananighass!

d. He has known the
d been diminutive jp
well looking men,
€m s0 genteel. Op,

Staunton consisted of two court houses, one prison, two clerk’s offices,
ting office, one post office, three churches one for

a fire office, one prin _
Episcopalians, one for Methodists, and one for Presbyterians. There
‘es in Staunton; the public buildings are on the streets.

merchants such ag Beirne anq Caperton, of Mﬁnm had begun to take the
it.

trade away from _
During the Revolution, the legislature of Virginia . forc
from the tide water er into the mmmu.m;;mm " mﬁun. e
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known such men as Gen. Andrew Lewis, and the heroes of the Revolu-
tion. He has not put down very much but he is the Original Detractor
of West Virginia,

- West Virginians are proud people. They do and dare and have always
of loomed large in the history of their country. They are mountain men.
e Such wen as George Washington and Abraham Lincoln have congidered
A

them to be the salt of the earth, and the pivot on which the destiny of

the nation turned.
But never have we been able to furnish the right kind of tinsel for

the provincial abroad.

Our solecisms are too many and too glaring. We have never been able
to satisfy the class who consider that the necessities of social inter-
course arbitrarily fixed are more important than the fundamental virtues,
We have never been able to live with those who despise the ancient sacri-
fice of an humble and a contrite heart,

And I sometimes think that when we are inclined to get puffed up and
f proud, that the Lord sends a social hermaphrodite to write us up, and
' tell the world of the rude and uncouth men who g0 shouting through the

[

|: woods.
CHAPTER 1V
4 Study of Youth and Jackson Mills. The Swmmer Haven of the Boys
and Girls.

Jackson Mills is in Lewis County, one hundred and eighteen miles from
Marlinton, five miles from Weston, and nineteen miles from Clarksburg.
It is on the West Fork of the Monongehela River. The mill itself is of
the grist variety and seems to be a well built frame building on an
ancient rock foundation. A trolley line runs along one side of the river
and the passenger looks across upon an hundred acres of sod fringed
| by the fine trees. On the sod there are a number of buildings of the
country club style of architecture. The land is owned by the State, and

Jackson Mills was once the home of Stoenwall

that he spent his boyhood. He lives everywhere in the h

1 countrymen but nowhere are the precious memories of his

well preserved as they are upon this historie *ing

; is the tree that young Thomas climbed to 3]

to the eager dogs below.

This is the State Camp for boys and
‘burly monarch, Prof. W. H. Kendri
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